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INTRODUCTION
MESSAGE

Within Us, Among Us is a sermon series resource designed to help your
congregation prepare for the General Assembly to be held July 29-
August 1, 2023 in Louisville, Kentucky.

This six-week series features scriptural reflection, interactive worship
suggestions, connections to Disciples ministries, and other ideas to
use in your ministry context, all based on the General Assembly
theme: The Kindom of God, Within Us, Among Us. You can use all six
weeks or choose a few that work best for the schedule of your
congregation.

Each week features a focus scripture - including the three key
passages that inform the General Assembly theme - along with
reflections to get you thinking about your sermon. Disciples ministries
are highlighted, giving you an opportunity to celebrate the work our
church does beyond the congregation. Guiding questions will
encourage you to consider the focus passage in your context, making
the scriptures relevant to your people and your community. Creative
ideas for interactive experiences will help people engage the message
with all their senses.

Three different resources were developed, one each in Spanish,
Korean, and English. Each has different prompts and suggestions, but
all are centered around the same theme. If you are in a multi-lingual
ministry setting, you might find helpful ideas in more than one
resource.

We hope this is helpful to you as you lead your worshipping
community to imagine the good news of God’s limitless love. Thank
you for the work you do.

Rev. Lee Hull Moses
Vice President and Chief of Staff,
Office of General Minister and President
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ENGLISH RESOURCE
INTRODUCTION
Wfitten by Rev. Eizobetts Grastran

As the story goes, Mujerista theologian Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz was visiting her
friend, a Franciscan nun named Georgene Wilson, when she first heard the phrase
“kin-dom of God”. Isasi-Diaz, herself a former Ursuline, would go on to use the
phrase in her scholarly work, and from there it disseminated into public
theological discussions. Susannah Heschel remembers her father, Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, saying “Words...are themselves sacred, God’s tool for
creating the universe, and our tools for bringing holiness — or evil — into the
world.” Kin-dom is one such tool, a word that Wilson and Isasi-Diaz meant to
bring holiness into the world. In her article for The Way written in 2001, Isasi-Diaz
reflected on how love of God and love of neighbor drove her activism and her
scholarship. True love, she wrote, “always has to find ways of expressing itself
tangibly. The love God has for me expresses itself passionately in the way it
demands me to love others, and to love in a very special way those who are poor
and oppressed.” This love took her to a men’s prison in New York, where some of
the men had read her work and wanted to meet with her. One of the men told her
“in coming here, you have made a reality what you say in this article about kin-
dom of God.”” True love, God’s love, taught her that the prisoner was her brother,
her kin. True love, God’s love, taught her that God’s presence amongst us broke
down barriers rather than erected them. True love, God’s love, is the root of the
idea of Kin-dom.




The theme for the 2023 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) is "Kindom of God: Within us, Among Us.” As Rev. Yvonne Gilmore,
Associate General Minister and Interim Administrative Secretary for the National
Convocation, wrote: “Kindom’ is not a spelling error or a replacement for the
word kingdom. It’s a way of connecting the “kin” that God makes and expanding
our imagination about Jesus.” This sermon series resource is meant to help
ministers and ministry settings explore that theme for use in their worship
services. There are six weeks of material to use, based on three Old Testament
passages and three New Testament passages. Three of the scriptures are being
utilized for the 2023 General Assembly: Luke 17:20-21, Genesis 11:1-9, and 2 Peter
1:3. The other three scriptures express important truths about the Kin-dom of
God: Isaiah 58:8-12, Psalm 33:13-19, and Mark 4:30-32.

Each week has five sections:

1.Something to Think About - an exegetical reflection on the text

2.Consider This - questions for personal or communal reflection

3.Disciples At Work - introductions to particular Disciples ministries that can
serve as an illustration of the theme

4.In Your Own Context - questions and comments meant to help you think
about how the text and theme connect to your ministry setting

5.For All Ages and Abilities - thematically linked, experiential elements for use in
worships




This resource can theoretically be used at any time; though it is intended for use
around General Assembly 2023, its themes and scriptures remain relevant year-
round. In the last few years, violent political radicalization, a literal plague,
cascading natural disasters, all have served to deepen fractures in our faith
communities and bodies of belonging. We are much more likely to imagine our
neighbor as our enemy than as our kin in the body of Christ. Neither this sermon
series, nor the long-delayed General Assembly, will heal these deep wounds. But
we can conceive of them as a beginning, a chance to communally reimagine the
church and the part we play in either its flourishing or its suffering. By using our
time as a denominational body and as individual worshiping bodies to dwell on
what it means to be the Kin-dom of God, we invite the Holy Spirit to once again
reorient us around the True Love which saves and liberates and unites us all.
Remember what Paul taught the church in Ephesus: “now you are no longer
strangers and aliens. Rather, you are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you
belong to God’s household.” We became God’s household because Christ came
and dwelled amongst us, bringing the Kin-dom of God near. Christ’s power and
presence is not diminished! Despite our estrangement, we still remain fellow
citizens, the household of God. The Kin-dom of God is here.



WEEK 1
LUKE 17:20-21

7 .
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Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming,
and he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be

observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is” or ‘There it is!” For, in fact, the
kingdom of God is among you.”

/jomdfu}z? o TM 7@0&4{‘
A few verses before our focus scripture, Jesus healed 10 lepers in a border town
between Samaria and Galilee. Only one of those healed, a “foreigner” Samaritan,
returned to Jesus’ presence with thanks and praise. The Samaritan’s faith, Jesus
points out, is what has healed him. In the immediate aftermath, our text begins.
Were the Pharisees witnesses of this encounter? Were the Pharisees part of the
crowds that followed Jesus, sympathizers like Joseph of Arimathea or
Nicodemus? Or were the Pharisees natives of this border town, come to question
Jesus? The scripture doesn’t say, but Jesus does not seem hostile to them or to
their question. It’s a fair one, after all. In Jesus’ time there were many competing
theories about the Kingdom of Heaven and how it would be realized on earth. But
rather than speak of particular signs of the Kingdom’s advent, Jesus plainly says:
“the kingdom of God is among you.” Judging by the apocalyptic teaching about
the Son of Man which follows our text, Jesus is likely referring to himself as the
advent of the Kingdom of God in the world.




In the notes of her essay on Solidarity and the Love of Neighbor, Ada Maria Isasi-
Diaz writes “the concept of kingdom in our world today is both hierarchical and
elitist...the word “kin-dom” makes it clear that when the fullness of God becomes
a day-to-day reality..we will all be sisters and brothers - kin to each other.”
Elsewhere throughout the gospel, Luke makes it clear that Jesus has not come to
reify hierarchical divisions and power structures. As the pregnant Mary sang in
Luke 1, “[God] has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up
the lowly.” When we replace “kingdom” with “kin-dom” in our text, what is
revealed is a picture previously obscured. When Jesus answers the question of
the Pharisees, he does so with his disciples and the healed, faith-filled Samaritan
also present. These strangers have nothing in common except Jesus, but he is
enough. The Kin-dom of God is suddenly present in this border town, on the road
between friend and foe, because Christ is with them.

Consicler, This: Questions for, Reflection

1.Why do you think we still look for signs of the Kin-dom of God rather than
looking for signs of Jesus among us?

2.The Pharisees likely witnessed Jesus’ healing of the lepers. Why didn’t they
consider that a sign that the Kin-dom of God was among them already?

Disciples at Yok

The Christian Unity and Interfaith Ministry (formerly known as the Council on
Christian Unity) of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) believes that “(w)e
are called to build a community with one another regardless of faiths and
religious traditions by inviting everyone to certain places of life. As we come
together, we bring our gifts, as other people of faith bring their gifts, and by
sharing these gifts, we build a better community and a better world.” CUIM takes
to heart Jesus’ proclamation that his presence is what makes us “kin”, and
provides resources to Disciples congregations to embody that unity. Learn more
at:

www.disciplescuim.org.



G %M/ Owre Congert

Jesus’ proclamation of the Kin-dom of God takes place in a border town,
witnessed by Jews and Samaritans, the leper and the cleansed. What borders
exist in your own community? What street marks the line between the economic
haves and the have-nots? Where do the powerful meet to decide the fates of the
powerless? Imagine Jesus in those places, proclaiming this message. Who would
be there to be healed by him, to question him, to be taught by him? Would it be
good news to your ministry setting that the Kin-dom of God abolishes hierarchy,
and makes us kin of our neighbors and enemies?

Por 77U 71ges & 7Cbiliies

e Create a prayer station with images of different kinds of borders. To find
images, use unsplash.com, a website which features over 3 million free high-
resolution images. Prompt your worshiping community to consider the
images and then to imagine meeting Jesus there. Who would Jesus ask you to
be kin to at the different borders of your life?

e Solicit stories from members of your worship community about their “found
family”, the non-blood relatives that are like family to them. Either share a
selection of those stories in the sermon or compile their testimony in video
form to share within the worship service.




WEEK 2
ISAIAH 58:8-12

Foews Jeviptue

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your
rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help,
and he will say, “Here | am.” If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing
of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your
needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins
shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall
be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

/jomdfu}zf o TM 7@0&4{‘

Isaiah 58 is part of “Third Isaiah”, the portion of the book of Isaiah which
addresses the people of God who have returned from the Babylonian exile. At
least 50 years have passed since Jerusalem first fell, and there is much to do; the
walls, the temple, and the unity of the worshiping community must all be rebuilt.
The beginning of the chapter is addressed to the plural “you” of the community
as a whole, and the prophet highlights the people’s current state of hypocrisy.
They wonder why God is far from them and their acts of piety, all the while their
lives outside of worship are marked by violence, strife, and the economic
exploitation of the poor.
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Interestingly, beginning in verse 6, the “you” whom the prophet addresses is no
longer plural, but singular. If the Kin-dom of God is present insofar as Gad is
amongst the people, God says “Here | am!” when any individual’s life is marked by
mercy and justice. We are often told “when two or three are gathered,” then God
is in our midst. But the prophet in chapter 58 celebrates the renewing and
resounding power of God being made manifest in the life of just one of the
faithful who loves their neighbors.

In his essay for Working Preacher on Isaiah 58:9b-14 in 2013, Dr. Brian C Jones
observed in the text that, “the restoration of the people as a community depends
on the restoration of the [physical] infrastructure upon which the goodness of its
common life depends.” The Kin-dom of God then, is populated by individuals
who work for common goods, who see their responsibilities as plural and outward
focused rather than singularly driven. Even if they are doing so alone, feeling
just as misunderstood and outnumbered as Nehemiah did. Their light, by God’s
presence and power, shines in the gloom of painful days past and present.

Consicler, This: Questions for, Reflection

1.What does it mean to have a personal life that resembles a watered garden?
What would a ministry context be like if it was a spring of water which never
fails?

2.The prophet promises the rebuilding of ancient ruins, but not all structures
and systems that humans built should be rebuilt. How do we discern
(individually and communally) what about our past should be rebuilt, and
what should lie fallow?

1



Disciples at Yok

Bishop William J. Barber Il is the senior pastor of the Greenleaf Christian Church
in Goldsboro, North Carolina, the founder of the Repairers of the Breach
organization, and co-chair of the Poor People's Campaign: A National Call for
Moral Revival. The Poor People’s Campaign is the spiritual successor of the
original campaign spearheaded by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The modern
Poor People’s Campaign recognizes that: “From Alaska to Arkansas, the Bronx to
the border, people are coming together to confront the interlocking evils of
systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation, militarism and the war
economy, and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism.” The
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) church passed a resolution at our 2017
General Assembly, calling for each expression of our church to support the Poor
People’s Campaign. Check out www.poorpeoplescampaign.org to find a state
campaign your ministry setting could connect with.

Gre %Wv Owr Contert

In verse 3, the prophet scolds the community: “you serve your own interest on
your fast day and oppress all your workers.” Even though we live in radically
different economic systems than 6th century Judea, workers are still oppressed
and God calls on us to “remove the yoke” which burdens our Kin. In your own
ministry context, what does that economic oppression look like? How could you
personally and communally stand against the yokes of debt, low wages, and
worker exploitation that hamper the flourishing of God’s children? What
buildings have become ruins, what streets are unsafe to drive down, and how
could your worshiping community become known as repairers and restorers of
these breakdowns?




Por 7UL 7 & 7Chilites

e At the beginning of worship, show the congregation an assernbled Lego
building set. Invite a child (or other member) to come forward and take it
apart. Take the broken remains to a table in the worship space. During a time
of prayer later in the service, invites worship participants to build structures
without instructions as a community. Encourage them to build not according
to memory, but with new intention.




WEEK 3
GENESIS 11:1-9

Foews Jevipture

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled
there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and fire them
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone and bitumen for mortar. Then they
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens,
and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth.” The Lord came down to see the city and the
tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people,
and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will
do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let
us go down and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand
one another’s speech.” So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the
face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore it was called
Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth, and from
there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

(}ome{%azf (o 7-/mzé 7@0&4{‘

Sargon Il was the King of the Neo-Assyrian empire and likely the ruler who
conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) in the 8th century BCE.
Other re-discovered records from Sargon II’'s reign include the Cylinder
InscriptiSargon Il was the King of the Neo-Assyrian empire and likely the ruler
who conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) in the 8th century BCE.
Other re-discovered records from Sargon II’'s reign include the Cylinder
Inscription, which reads: “Peoples of the four regions of the world, of foreign
tongue and divergent speech, dwellers of mountain and lowland... | caused them
to have ‘one mouth’ and settled them therein.” The Cylinder Inscription text is
one of many royal Mesopotamian building accounts which functioned as royal
propaganda to highlight the King’s wealth, power, and divine favor.

14



Dr. Andrew Giorgetti, professor of Sterling College, in his 2014 article in Vetus
Testamentum, persuasively argues that the Tower of Babel story in Genesis 11
functions as a deliberate mockery of those building stories. The people of Shinar
built a tower/temple/city to bridge the gap between heaven and earth, but when
YHWH came to visit, there was no celebratory festival. Instead of praising and
empowering the King, YHWH scattered the proud who sought to build power and
a legacy in their own name. Considering the fact that the stories and traditions of
Torah may have been compiled and edited in the exilic period, it is possible the
mockery of the story extends to Sargon Il himself, showing him to be ultimately
powerless before the power of YHWH.

As Jesus said in Luke 17, the kin-dom of God “is not coming with things that can
be observed,” which includes the construction of great cities, temples, or
legacies in our own name. Unlike the people of Shinar who were united by
language and imperial ambition, the kin of the Kin-dom of God are united by the
love and purposes of Emmanuel, the God who is with us. These days, Americans
often bemoan the “disunity” present in public and political discussions. We
should take care, though, to question that which will ultimately unify us. A desire
for economic and political power canunify people across many spectrums of
identity, but Genesis 11 warns us the pursuit of that unity may ultimately lead to
judgment and destruction. The Kin-dom of heaven is not found in these.

Consicler, This: Questions for, Reflection

1.Both individuals and ministry settings care deeply about their legacies, and
about the ministries that they build and provide. How do we make sure those
“building projects” are at the invitation of God and not rooted in our own
personal ambition?

2.Directly after the Babel narrative, Genesis 11 details the lineage of Shem that
leads to the birth of Abra(ha)m. If Babel had not fallen, and the people of
Shinar had not scattered, would there have been any persons willing to join in
Covenant relationship with YHWH? Can the destruction of our ambitions lead
to the creation of God’s good future?

15



Disciples at Yok

Global Ministries a common missional witness of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) and the United Church of Christ. Global Ministries works with over 280
faith-based international partners in almost 90 countries. One of Global
Ministries’ primary values is Mutuality. Rather than trying to lecture or lead,
Global Ministries partners with international missions organizations and their
unique projects and programs. Global Ministries supports the visions of their
partners as they, in turn, support the missional work in the United States and
Canada. Rather than repeating the colonizing missional mistakes of parts of our
religious heritage, which often sought unity around a Euro-American and
European Christian form of faith, Global Ministries believes the community of
faith can stretch across borders and languages without seeking to assimilate
them. What Global Ministries builds is not another Babel, but the Kin-dom at
work in the world.

G %a/v Owre Congent

Every ministry context has individuals and coalitions which hold power, both in
healthy and unhealthy ways. Has there ever been a time in your setting when
individuals (or coalitions) seized power and sought to build legacies in such a way
that caused harm to the corporate body? How can this story help reckon with the
fallout of that event? How can we build ministry contexts which seek unity in the
kinship bestowed by God through our baptisms, rather than the unity found in
power wielded in our local communities?

Por 77U 71ges & 7Cbilities

e Research how the number “One” is said/spelled/spoken in at least a dozen
different languages. Print them out in a variety of fonts and colors and sizes
(recommendation: use the free publishing software at Canva.com) and
distribute amongst people in your ministry setting before worship begins. At
a certain point in the service (Children’s Moment or Prayers of the People
would work well), invite people forward to fix the words on a bulletin
board/banner/etc. The bulletin board/banner should have a central image on
it, like a Cross, an icon, or something that will be familiar to your ministry
setting as referring to Jesus Christ. The different iterations of “ONE” should
be arranged around this image of Jesus. The visual impact should reinforce
the idea that though our languages vary, God’s people have kin-ship and unity
with one another around and because of Jesus.

16



WEEK 4
MARK 4:30-32

Foews Jevipture
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is
the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

/jome/feazy (o (/Zmzé %éou(‘

Pliny the Elder was a Roman citizen born in Gaul in 23 CE. A naturalist and natural
philosopher, he is most famous for his 10-volume encyclopedia, Naturalis
Historia. When Pliny discussed mustard, he explicitly wrote of mustard as a
cultivated plant rather than a weed: "[a] pungent taste and fiery effect [which] is
extremely beneficial for the health." The Old Testament does not contain any
references to mustard, but we do find mention of it in the writings of the Rabbis
of the 2nd century, wherein it is clear that mustard is a kosher plant used by
many Jews. With respect to the faithful interpreters of the past who see radical
allegory within the text, perhaps Dr. Amy Jill-Levine is correct in her book “Short
Stories of Jesus” when she writes “[sJometimes a seed is just a seed, a bird is just
a bird, and a tree is just a tree.” A mustard seed, after all, is supposed to grow
into a larger plant. A mustard plant, after all, is intended to be beneficial to the
gardener who plants it. It is no stretch to imagine that a tall tree or a tall bush
(however big a mustard plant should be), would have birds amongst its branches.
What does it mean, then, for Jesus to compare the Kin-dom of God to a mustard
seed?




Simply put, the Kin-dom of God is meant to grow and it is meant to be A bwessing
where it grows. Jesus, at his own ascension, enjoined the disciples to carry the
good news of the Kin-dom out into the word so that more would be drawn into
the loving embrace of the body of Christ and God-With-Us. Jesus, in this parable,
imagines that any such outpost of the kin-dom would be a blessing wherever it
grew. Jesus seems to think that the community of faith should benefit the health
of wherever it is rooted, providing a place to roost and rest for whomever flies by.
Seeds sown are meant to grow up.

Consicler, This: Quegtions Jor Reflectian

1.Jesus molded his parables to meet the experiences of his listeners; how
would you retell the parable of the mustard seed for non-agrarian ministry
settings?

2.1f mustard seeds are meant to grow and benefit others, what should be done
about Kin-dom of God outposts (like churches or other ministry settings)
which benefit only themselves?

Disciples at Yok

In November 2000, Church Extension invited regional partners, some church
planters and others to attend the New Church Summit in Indianapolis, Indiana.
There, the goal of planting 1,000 congregations by 2020 was adopted, and
participants were challenged to envision church planting in new ways. By March
2001, the New Church Ministry team was formed. 21 years later, New Church
Ministry is a ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United
States and Canada that trains, equips, assists, and multiplies emerging and
affiliating congregations and leaders. Their resources help to germinate and

sustain the mustard seeds of the Kin-dom of God which bloom into congregations
and other ministry settings within the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Learn more at www.newchurchministry.org.

18



G Yousr Ooore Context

Both plants and ministry settings have life cycles. Seasons of growth are never
perpetual, and seasons of dormancy and eventually death produce the necessary
soil by which new life can grow. If the Kin-dom of God is like a mustard seed, then
the communities of love and solidarity that serve the gospel will not only grow,
but they will germinate within themselves future seeds, knowing those seeds will
replace them in the future. It is important to assess how your ministry setting is
growing and blessing both members and your local community. More critical,
though, is to assess how your ministry setting is visioning how it will sow the
seeds of future ministries which will outlast them. How can your ministry setting
love and serve not only its present membership, but also love and serve its future
kinin God?

Por 71U 7 & 7lhilities

e |f your ministry setting has members who garden, ask them if they can bring in
plants (or pictures of plants) in different stages of growth. This should
include the whole spectrum of life: the ungerminated seed to the dead plant
(post-harvest). During a children’s moment, children could be given seeds to
plant and observe at home. During a time of prayer, the plants/pictures of
plants could be displayed at a prayer-station, and persons would be asked to
come forward to interact with them. Which stage of “life” do they find
themselves in? What stage of life does the Kin-dom of God in your setting
seem to be in? Have them reflect on these questions.




WEEK 5
PSALM 33:13-19

7 .
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The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind. From where he sits

enthroned he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—he who fashions the
hearts of them all and observes all their deeds.

A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great
strength. The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot
save.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his
steadfast love, to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.

/}ome#u’ny o 7[tmé #éow‘

Unlike most other Psalms in the first Book, Psalm 33 is not attributed to King
David. Like most of the Psalms, it is difficult to pinpoint the dating of the text in
Israel’s history. Assuming Davidic authorship, Psalm 33 could be a humble
admission of his failures as King. If Psalm 33 was written later in time, during
Solomon’s time or after the division of the Kingdom, it could be read as a sharp
contrast between the failures of mortal rulers and the steadfast goodness of
God’s Kingly rule. Regardless, the psalmist has only praise for the reign of God
and only contempt for the grasping power of mortal men. Beginning in verse 13,
we are treated to an image of God in the heavens gazing down upon the creation.
Nothing and no one remains outside of God’s sight. But what God sees requires a
heavenly observation: salvation for God’s people will not come from kings,
armies, war horses, or even physical strength. Psalm 33 echoes the warning of
the prophet Samuel to the people of Israel when they clamored for a king; they
desire power, but will suffer because of their ruler’s exploitations.




The gospel of Luke makes it clear that Jesus has the power to call upon angels to
strengthen him (22:43), and the Devil assumes that the heavenly host would
protect him if called upon (4:10). But Jesus’ ministry has no military presence
(human or heavenly), and the salvation he offers depends not on brute strength
but self-giving love. When Jesus teaches his followers about the appropriate
posture towards enemies, he tells them to love, bless, and pray for such people
(6:27-29). Psalm 33’s warning to ancient Israel remains just as resonant today; the
kin-dom of God will not be organized as a military campaign, or seek salvation
through violence and conquest. Instead, the kin-dom participants hope in God’s
steadfast love and trust God to deliver their souls from death.

Consicle, This: Quegtions Jor Reflectian

1.The tendency of religious people to eschew trust in God and to pursue
safety/power/security through violence is laid bare in the Psalm. How do we
help one another value trust in God’s providential care more than their
physical safety?

2.The animating power of the kin-dom of God is the Holy Spirit, who divides that
power amongst the body of believers in the form of gifts. None of those gifts
require might or violence of any kind. How can we encourage our people to
embrace the gifting of the Spirit rather than pursue the power of our political
structures?

Disciples at Qi

Disciples Peace Fellowship began in 1935 in San Antonio, Texas, and is the oldest
existing Peace Fellowship of any denomination in the United States. Their
mission is to “connect people and organizations who share in the work of fighting
injustice and oppression throughout our world.” Rooted in the work of Alexander
Campbell and Barton W. Stone who were both pacifists, DPF seeks to lift up
peacemaking as a central value of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Echoing the refrain of Psalm 33, that kings, war horses, and strength do not save,
DPF seeks to provide resources to congregations and ministry settings to
encourage conversations and deep commitment to peacemaking as an aspect of
the Kin-dom of God amongst us. Learn more at www.disciplespeace.org.
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For much of the first year of the COVID pandemic, when neither vaccines nor
proven treatments were available, the world was at the mercy of an illness it did
not understand. That kind of powerlessness evokes a variety of responses, all of
which could be mapped onto the Kubler-Ross model of grief: denial, anger,
bargaining, depression, and acceptance. In the United States, denial and anger
were the most recognizable; but rage with no place to go makes people
susceptible to manipulation by bad actors. There were myriad stories in the news
of individuals, goaded by conspiracy theorists, into acts of violence against first
responders and public health officials. They were like those in Psalm 33, who
thought that martial violence could save them. But Psalm 33 reminds God’s
people that even in times of great fear, our hope is in God’s steadfast love. How
did your ministry setting metabolize the grief of the pandemic? How did it affect
their kin-ship? How could Psalm 33 help them to lay down their anger and again
trust in God’s salvation, even though illness remains rampant?

For 77U 7ges & 7Chilites

e Take or collect pictures of the eyes of those in your ministry setting.
(Alternately, search for pictures of eyes on unsplash.com. Combine them into
a mosaic of a larger eye that represents “the eye of the Lord which is on those
who fear Him.” Display in your worship space.

e Ahead of the worship time, collect written responses from those in your
ministry setting, answering the question “Did you ever expect something you
had to save you and it failed?” Examples of answers could be literal, like
helmets, or metaphorical, like a healthy diet failed to keep someone from
getting cancer. In the worship time, share the answers, with the assembly
intoning after each response: “Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who hope
in his steadfast love.”
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2 PETER 1:3

q .

Focwy /}Moﬁm
By his divine power the Lord has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through the knowledge of the one who called us by his own honor and

glory.
. 7).
/jome(femi o {/mzé 7@01/(‘
2 Peter was written to a mostly Hellenized community which was struggling with
an infiltration of false teachers. Those teachers, seemingly influenced by the
Epicureans, were claiming that Jesus’ return and subsequent judgment of the
nations was not going to occur. In addition, the ethical requirements of a holy life
were unnecessary for Christians to pursue, as there was no afterlife or
resurrection in which the saints would participate. Though 2 Peter opens like an

epistle, it is a sermon intended to combat these false teachings and to guide the
community back to the ethical teachings which made them distinct.

All of the virtues listed in verses 5 through 7 could seem daunting to the nascent
Christian community, but verse 3 locates the power to live virtuously in Jesus
Christ himself. The power we need to live godly lives is not found in ourselves, it
is found in the Lord. Where does that power come from?




Again, not in anything the individual believer has done; the power comes from the
knowledge we receive about Jesus by his own calling of us. Just as Jesus taught
Nicodemus (John 3) that the new life found in God (“being born again”) was
something to be received rather than achieved, here 2 Peter teaches us that our
capability to live holy lives is something we receive from God’s gracious hand
alone.

To the growing Christian community living under the oppressive hand of the
Roman Empire, battered by persecution and ostracism, this teaching probably
came as a source of great relief and grace. Though they might be poor, enslaved,
women, eunuchs, un-educated, politically powerless, or otherwise marginalized
persons, the Kin-dom outposts of the 1st and 2nd century had the only resource
they actually needed to live in a Godly way - the divine power of the Lord. The
Kin-dom of God, after all, was manifest wherever Jesus was among his people.

Consiclet, This: Quegtions Jor Reflectior

1.Western individualism asserts that the power for change, achievement, or
success, comes from the self. How could 2 Peter 1:3 and its emphasis on
freely given Divine power help to combat this philosophy?

2.The Christian community that received 2 Peter was struggling with false
teachings that dismissed the necessity of a godly life. Are there modern
versions of Epicureans in our Kin-dom contexts? How would 2 Peter 1:3 help
to combat those false teachings?

Disciples at Yok

The National Benevolent Association of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
is the “health and social services general ministry of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).” One of their programs, Social Entrepreneurship,
“encourages and supports the development of new and innovative faith-rooted
social enterprises that embody care and compassion in tangible ways.” In this
way, NBA supports local Disciples leaders who are empowered to use the “divine
power” given to them in unique ministries designed for the community in which
they inhabit. Each year, the NBA selects another cohort of Social
Entrepreneurship participants to be a part of a community of support and
growth. This is a unique opportunity to support the Kin-dom of God outside of
traditional ministry settings. Learn more at www.nbacares.org.
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Most Christian ministry settings in the United States and Canada are small -
under 75 active individuals. These small ministries are usually under-resourced,
which leads to feelings of apathy or despair amongst members. How can a
church of 50 folks, mostly elderly, “compete” with a mega-church down the road
and their inflated marketing budget or VBS extravaganza? Re-consider 2 Peter
1:3’s claim, that your members are actually already empowered and resourced to
live godly lives and do God’s Kin-dom work in their community. What gifts
already exist within your ministry context? Building space that could bless a small
non-profit? Skilled trades-folk who could teach free or low-cost classes to
community members? Retired folks who could help to staff tutoring programs at
local schools? If the Divine power has already been poured out into your Kin-
dom outpost, consider inviting your folks into a season of prayer so that they can
discern how that Power is meant to be expressed in the community.

%’vﬂd#?ef & 7hilities

e Source a large empty suitcase that can be displayed in the worship space.
Find objects that can symbolize the virtues of the godly life listed in verses 5
and 6 of 2 Peter 1 (moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, endurance,
godliness, affection for others, and love). Hide those objects in the worship
space to be easily discovered by participants. (This could be used as a
children’s sermon, or a sermon illustration for the wider church to participate
in.) The worship leader then shares the “packing list” of what is needed to fill
the luggage. They will then ask participants to search these items out in the
worship space. When participants find them, they then share the items with
the worship leader/pastor, who then announces what they’ve found and
places them in the luggage. All that the church needed to fill the suitcase was

already there!
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SPANISH RESOURCE
INTRODUCCION

Wiitgere by Rev. Dephune Metie Q)mof 7ias

El tema del Reino de Dios tiende a ser comun en nuestras iglesias. En momentos
de dificultad la imagen del Reino nos trae esperanza al visualizarlo como un lugar
donde el amor de Dios prevalece. Cuando la vida nos trae injusticias, el concepto
de un Reino regido por la justicia de Dios nos trae consuelo. Pero el Reino de Dios
es mas que esperanza, es un consuelo para un grupo de la sociedad.

Los textos escogidos para esta temporada buscan resaltar aspectos del Reino
gue no son tan obvios, 0 quizas no nos vengan a la mente inmediatamente. En la
porcion de Lucas, Jesus presenta la paradoja del Reino venidero que a la misma
vez ya esta aqui. El pasaje nos invita a luchar con el concepto del presente y el
porvenir, al igual que los discipulos lucharon con él. En este caso, el Reino de
Dios esta estrechamente relacionado con “los pequenitos,” entiéndase, aquellos
en necesidad. El serle fiel a Dios no es un asunto individual, sino que esta atado
en como lidiamos la necesidad de nuestro proéjimo.

En el pasaje de Ezequiel la promesa de Dios para su pueblo es reposo. Ezequiel le
habla a un pueblo trabajado y cargado. Una vez mas, la atencidn de Dios se torna
hacia las ovejas enfermas y deébiles. Todo lo que la sociedad tilda de
insignificante y perdido Dios le ofrece cuidado y amor.
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Hoy dia damos por asumido que la diversidad es un regalo divino. Como
Discipulos de Cristo tratamos de honrar la diversidad a través de los ministerios
raciales y étnicos, al igual que el Ministerio de Reconciliacion. Para muchos de
nosotros, la diversidad es el pan nuestro de cada dia en los Estados Unidos. El
relato de la Torre de Babel nos ofrece el inicio de la diversidad en el mundo. A
través de los afnos ha habido diferentes interpretaciones sobre esta historia. En
esta ocasion nos acercamos al texto con el entendimiento de que el pueblo tenia
la intencion de preservar su localidad y su idioma. Hemos desechado la teoria de
que el pueblo queria alcanzar a Dios como forma de reto. De esta forma podemos
entender la diversidad como un regalo y no como un castigo. El Reino de Dios es
diverso y aveces puede ser confuso, si estamos acostumbrados a vivir separados
de los demas.

El pasaje de Isaias también nos trae una vision inusual del Reino de Dios. El
pueblo de Dios se identifica, no por ser los que llevan mas tiempo de separados
sino aquellos que vienen al templo a escuchar y recibir direccion. Aquellos que
siguen a Dios tienen un cambio de propdsito. Las herramientas utilizadas para la
guerra son convertidas en herramientas que sirven para trabajar la tierra. El
proposito de trabajar la tierra no es individual ni se trata de comercio. La tierra da
productos que son para el uso de toda la comunidad. El Reino de Dios es de los
que se presentan a escuchar instrucciones divinas y honran a Dios al vivir su vida
para beneficio de su comunidad.

EL REINO

DE DIOS
DENTR® DE
NOSOTROS

ENTRENOSOTROS
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El sermén del monte en el evangelio de Mateo nos ofrece una imagen quizds un
poco absurda del Reino de Dios donde los dichosos son aquellos que estan
pasando por alguna dificultad o necesidad. Jesus declara como felices aquellos
que son desechados por la sociedad. Jesus nos ensefa que las circunstancias de
las personas no determinan la integridad de su caracter. Aquellos que trabajan
por la paz y se mantienen fieles heredaran el Reino de Dios. El rol de los
seguidores de Jesus es uno activo, la sal preserva/sazonay la luz alumbra.

La porcidn la carta de Pedro nos advierte sobre los falsos profetas y el asunto de
la segunda venida de Jesus. La fidelidad a Dios es la via que nos lleva a ver el
cumplimiento de las promesas de Dios.

La llegada del Reino de Dios nos es un evento al que uno se debe sentar a
esperar. Los pasajes que hemos discutido nos hablan de un Reino venidero con
implicaciones en el presente. Tenemos instrucciones claras y precisas sobre
nuestras acciones y nuestra actitud. No solo hemos sido llamados a ser fieles,
Pedro nos ensefia que la respuesta apropiada a las dadivas de Dios es la
fidelidad.

El Reino de Dios es ilégico e inesperado. Los pasajes discutidos intentan proveer
ejemplos para imaginar la llegada del Reino de Dios de forma que quizads sea
inusual. Esperamos que se acerque a la Palabra con las mismas ansias y emocion
con la que hemos escrito nuestro analisis. jQue Dios le continue bendiciendo!
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SEMANA1
LUCAS 17:20-21

5;0}1&%@&& mlfo?w
20 Habiendo preguntado los fariseos a Jesus cuando vendria el reino de Dios, El

les respondio: «El reino de Dios no viene con senales visibles, 21 ni diran: “iMiren,
aqui esta!” o: “jAlli esta!”. Porque, el reino de Dios esta entre ustedes».

#@o er 7aé persly

e En el capitulo 17 de Lucas Jesus le habla a los discipulos sobre el servicio fiel
y les advierte sobre el riesgo de hacer pecar a otra persona. La mencion de
los “pequenitos” apunta a los miembros vulnerables de la sociedad, es claro
que el abuso de éstos es una ofensa grave que resultarda en juicio. Los
seguidores de Jesus deben perdonar todas las veces que haya
arrepentimiento. A lo que los apdstoles responden pidiendo un aumento de
fe. Es importante notar que en el evangelio de Lucas la fe es evidente cuando
las personas superan las barreras que les impiden acercarse a Jesus.
Afortunadamente, solo un poco de fe es necesario y ya tienen suficiente.

e De camino a Jerusalén, Jesus parece ir de aldea en aldea, al cruzar Galilea se
encuentra con diez leprosos y los sana. De los diez, solo uno regresa a darle
gloria a Dios, convirtiendose en un ejemplo de gratitud.
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e En el texto a la mano los fariseos le preguntan a Jesus sobre la llegada del

reino. Es probable que la pregunta venga cargada con hostilidad, quizas sea
un intento de engafiar a Jesus para que puedan acusarlo de falso profeta.
Jesus esquiva el truco al decirles que la llegada no puede ser predicha. En
cambio, Jesus les afirma que el reino es evidente en las palabras y hecho de él
y sus seguidores, solo les hace falta reconocerlo. A la misma vez, el reino esta
por venir aun. Muchas veces al hablar de la venida del reino de Dios
imaginamos felicidad total e instantdanea. En momentos de desesperanza
ansiamos que Jesus venga y nos libere y es probable que lleguemos a
romantizar el proceso. En Lucas, JesUs nos avisa que mas que un evento color
de rosa, la llegada del reino que Jesus describe es una amenaza que traera
dificultades para los discipulos.

Jesus se refiere a si mismo como “el Hijo del Hombre,” aludiendo a su
mortalidad (al igual que en el capitulo 4 del libro de Ezequiel). Cabe
mencionar que Jesus utiliza este titulo cuando ejerce su autoridad al hacer
milagros, perdonar pecados y cuando predice su resurreccion. [es interesante
que lo que tendemos a ver como debilidad Jesus lo exalta como autoridad]
Las dificultades de la llegada del reino van a hacer que se ansie el regreso de
JesUs y ésto va a dar paso a falsas profecias y anuncios. Aun asi, es necesario
que Jesus sufra y sea rechazado por esa generacion. La parte final del
capitulo se enfoca en el juicio subito por venir. El regreso de Jesus traera
consigo alivio y salvacién, ya no habra necesidad de preocuparse por
posesiones pero en lo que llega ese momento, sus seguidores deben dedicar
sus vidas a JesuUs en pleno. La fidelidad a sus ensenanzas de sus seguidores
determinara su entrada al Reino de Dios.
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Considera esto

e Hay veces que nos sentimos que no tenemos suficiente fe para seguir
adelante. Piense en varios ejemplos, ;por qué sentimos que es necesario
tener mas fe si Jesus nos dice que tenemos suficiente?

e E| autor nota que el Reino por venir es una promesa de cosas buenas
venideras y a la misma vez un reto o desafio a todo lo que le roba la bondad a
la vida. Al reflexionar sobre su vida y ministerio, ;de qué manera es una
promesa el Reino entrante? ;De qué manera les desafia a confrontar todo lo
que es una afrenta a la bondad de Dios?

Dt s el i habilidels

Piense en todas las edades y realidades representadas en la congregacion. ;Que
significa la fidelidad en las diferentes etapas de vida? ; Cémo se ve la fidelidad en
la vida de una nifia comparado con la vida de un adolescente? ;Qué tal una
persona casada comparado con alguien soltero? Toda persona en la
congregacion tiene su rol en servicio de Dios.
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SEMANA 2

EZEQUIEL 34:11-18
(O TODO EL CAPITULO)

5;0/&/&%@6/&&@&07&@
11 Porque asi dice el Sefior Dios: «Yo mismo buscaré Mis ovejas y velaré por ellas.
12 Como un pastor vela por su rebafo el dia que estd en medio de sus ovejas
dispersas, asi Yo velaré por Mis ovejas y las libraré de todos los lugares adonde
fueron dispersadas un dia nublado y sombrio. 13 Las sacaré de los pueblos y las
juntaré de las tierras; las traeré a su propia tierra, y las apacentaré en los montes
de Israel, por las barrancas y por todos los lugares habitados del pais. 14 Las
apacentaré en buenos pastos, y en los altos montes de lIsrael estara su
apacentadero. Alli reposaran en apacentadero bueno, y apacentaran en ricos
pastos sobre los montes de Israel. 15 Yo apacentaré Mis ovejas y las llevaré a
reposar», declara el Seflor Dios. 16 «Buscaré la perdida, haré volver la
descarriada, vendaré la herida y fortaleceré la enferma; pero destruiré la
engordaday la fuerte. Las apacentaré con justicia.
17 »Pero en cuanto a ustedes, ovejas Mias, asi dice el Senor Dios: “Yo juzgare
entre oveja y oveja, entre carneros y machos cabrios. 18 ;Les parece poco comer
en los buenos pastos, para que después hollen con sus pies el resto de sus
pastos; o que beban de las aguas claras, para que después enturbien el resto con
sus pies?
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Muchos estudiosos estan de acuerdo en que este pasaje influye e informa la
vision en Mateo de Jesus como el Hijo del Hombre que juzgara a "las
naciones" al final de los tiempos, que distinguird las ovejas de las
cabras(véase Mateo 25:31-46) En ambos pasajes, la norma por la cual cada
uno es juzgado es: fuiste compasivo, especialmente con los “mas pequenos
de estos” (Mateo) o con las ovejas “heridas” y “enfermas” (Ezequiel). En otras
palabras, en el juicio final, somos juzgados por nuestra accién compasiva y no
por nuestras doctrinas que sean correctas, por nuestra empatia y ni por
nuestra elocuencia.

Puede ser que la influencia de Ezequiel 34 también esté en otros lugares de
Mateo. Por ejemplo, cuando Dios en Ezequiel 34 dice: “Yo mismo buscaré mis
ovejas y velaré por ellas” (v. 11), recordamos rapidamente la parabola del
Buen Pastor (en Mateo 18).

El juez en ambos pasajes se describe como un juez preocupado por los
oprimidos y un juez severo que reprende al opresor. Esto demuestra el dicho
conocido: “Dios consuela a los afligidos y aflige a los cémodos.”

La diferencia mayor entre la descripcion del juicio de Dios de Ezequiel y
Mateo es que en el primero, Dios se dirige solo a los lideres dentro de Israel:
los sacerdotes que estaban encargados de cuidar del "rebafio" de Dios pero
que en cambio "beben la leche", "visten la lana". ,” y “matan a los animales
gordos” (v 3) En otras palabras, explotan a la gente para su propio beneficio.

Considera esto

e Ezequiel 34:4- " Ustedes no han fortalecido a las débiles, no han curado a la

enferma, no han vendado a la herida, no han hecho volver a la descarriada, no
han buscado a la perdida; sino que las han dominado con dureza y con
severidad.” Compare este pasaje con Mateo 25:41-43.

Todas las sociedades valoran ciertas caracteristicas en una persona, desde
vestimenta hasta ocupacion. Quizas haya alguien que deambula los terrenos
de la iglesia regularmente de forma que ya no se le presta atencion. Lea el
pasaje imaginando que Jesus se refiere a esas personas, ;como cambia la
forma en que nos relacionamos con estas personas? Invite a la congregacion a
hacer este ejercicio con personas que se encuentran en sus vecindarios,
escuelas o lugares de empleo. Dios nos llama a retar lo que la sociedad
considera valioso e insignificante.
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@qcyoulo; e aecion

En la pagina
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/category/en-espanol3a9b56cab3
encontrara testimonios del ministerio de Week of Compassion donde los
Discipulos de Cristo han sido parte de un esfuerzo de ayudar a aquellos que han

pasado por desastres naturales. Cualquiera de estos testimonios le puede servir
de ilustracion para el mensaje.

Dt s o ecocles o hbiliocles

Para incluir a la niflez en el mensaje puede traer gafas de colores (o de sol) y
prestarsela a los presentes. Muestre varios objetos de diferentes colores y
pregunte como los lentes de color cambia su vista. El mensaje de Ezequiel nos
invita a recordar que es importante ver la gente a traves de los ojos de Dios los
cuales son de amor y compasion. ELl mundo ve personas débiles y enfermas pero
Dios ve mas alla de lo superficial. Dios ve nuestra compasion.
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SEMANA 3
GENESIS 11:1-9

5}0&{1«4@%&%7&@

1 Toda la tierra hablaba la misma lengua y las mismas palabras. 2 Segun iban
hacia el oriente, hallaron una llanura en la tierra de Sinar, y se establecieron alli. 3
Y se dijeron unos a otros: «Vamos, fabriquemos ladrillos y cozamoslos bien». Y
usaron ladrillo en lugar de piedra y asfalto en lugar de mezcla. 4 Luego dijeron:
«Vamos, edifiguémonos una ciudad y una torre cuya cuspide llegue hasta los
cielos, y hagamonos un nombre famoso, para que no seamos dispersados sobre
la superficie de toda la tierra».

5 Pero el Sefior descendid para ver la ciudad y la torre que habian edificado los
hijos de los hombres. 6 Y dijo el Sefior: «Son un solo pueblo y todos ellos tienen la
misma lengua. Esto es lo que han comenzado a hacer, y ahora nada de lo que se
propongan hacer les sera imposible. 7 Vamos, bajemos y confundamos alli su
lengua, para que ninguno entienda el lenguaje del otro».

8 Asi el Sefor los dispersd desde alli sobre la superficie de toda la tierra, y
dejaron de edificar la ciudad. 9 Por eso la ciudad fue llamada Babel, porque alli el
Senor confundio la lengua de toda la tierra, y de alli el Sefior los dispersé sobre la
superficie de toda la tierra.

7%0 em?aé/emmx
e Este pasaje nos narra el inicio de la diversidad cultural en el mundo. Por
mucho tiempo, algunos comentarios lo han interpretado como una historia de
altivez y juicio divino de parte del pueblo. Pero realmente lo que la historia
nos cuenta es que los personajes querian preservar su cultura.
e Al inicio del pasaje toda la gente parece estar en una misma area de la cual
son esparcidas mas adelante.
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Muchas veces escuchamos que la torre fue construida para alcanzar al cielo y
retar a Dios. Sin embargo, el propdsito de la construccion de la torre es claro:
preservar su cultura e idioma. La mencion de “una torre cuya cuspide llegue al
cielo” se cree que es una manera comun de decir que la torre es alta.

e Al repetirse cuatro veces la palabra hebrea echad que se traduce como “una”
o0 “misma” entendemos que se enfatiza que el pueblo queria quedarse con
una cultura e idioma uniforme y permanecer en un mismo lugar.

e Alllegar Dios a la ciudad, nota sus esfuerzos de preservacion. Sin embargo, no
se menciona ningun reto a la autoridad de Dios.

e Aunque al principio les trajo confusion, al darle nuevos idiomas Dios les da el

regalo de la diversidad al mundo.

Considera esto

e ;Qué otras bendiciones puede que traigan confusion inicialmente?

e Como senala el autor, Dios esta internado en la busqueda inoportuna de
"igualdad" y de apegarse a "los suyos". ;Ddnde estan los nuevos lugares y las
nuevas personas a las que Dios te esta llamando?

@qcy'auloj e aecion

En nuestra denominaciéon existen varios Ministerios Etnicos-raciales:
Convocacion Nacional (Ministerios Afro-americanos) (National Convocation of
the Christian Church); Comision Pastoral para Ministerios Hispanos y Junta
Directiva Hispana; Discipulos Norteamericanos de origen Pacifico/Asiatico,
Concilio Ejecutivo (North American Pacific/Asian Disciples, Executive Council).
Estos ministerios se ocupan no solo de la representacion e inclusién de los
grupos a los que sirven, sino que también se ocupan de fomentar la unidad y
diversidad dentro de cada uno. El afio pasado por primera vez dos de estos
grupos se unieron para celebrar sus asambleas a la misma vez, demostrando que
la unidad dentro de la diversidad no solo es posible sino que es eficaz. Les
invitamos a mantenerse al dia en los anuncios y eventos del Ministerio de su
grupo étnico y racial para ser parte de esta manifestacion del Reino de Dios entre
nosotros.
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Em tu plapio conterde

Por muchos anos, uno de los lemas de La Obra Hispana ha sido “Somos Uno.”
Pero no es lo mismo decir somos uno que decir somos los unicos. De hecho, la
unidad presupone la diversidad. La unidad requiere la proximidad y la
apreciacion de aquellos que son diferentes a nosotros. Sin diversidad nos
quedamos con uniformidad, no unidad. ;De qué manera podemos fomentar la
unidad a la misma vez que honramos el don de la diversidad que Dios nos ha
regalado?

Dt s o edocles o hibilidocles

Al leer esta historia es facil enfocarse en el asunto de la confusion de los idiomas.
Sin embargo, es importante que pensemos en los otros aspectos de la diversidad
presente en nuestras congregaciones, sea género, estrato social, nivel de
educacion, etc. Como lideres de la iglesia es nuestra responsabilidad el
asegurarnos de que todos puedan participar, por lo menos, del servicio de
adoracion. Debemos identificar los posible obstaculos para la participacion ya
sea transportacion, recursos econdmicos, nivel de lectura, etc. Dentro de lo
posible, debemos ser considerados y hacer ajustes para vivir una inclusion digna
del Reino de Dios.
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SEMANA 4
ISAIAS 2:1-5

Eschiuhra dle enfoque

1 Lo que vio Isaias, hijo de Amoz, con relacién a Juda y Jerusalén. Acontecera en

los postreros dias,

Que el monte de la casa del Senor

Sera establecido como cabeza de los montes.
Se alzara sobre los collados,

Y confluiran a él todas las naciones.

3 Vendran muchos pueblos, y diran:
«Vengan, subamos al monte del Sefior,

A la casa del Dios de Jacob,

Para que nos ensefie acerca de Sus caminos,
Y andemos en Sus sendas».

Porque de Sidn saldra la ley,

Y de Jerusalén la palabra del Sefor.

4 El juzgara entre las naciones,

Y hara decisiones por muchos pueblos.
Forjaran sus espadas en rejas de arado,

Y sus lanzas en podaderas.

No alzara espada nacién contra nacion,

Ni se adiestraran mas para la guerra.

5 Casa de Jacob, vengan y caminemos a la luz del Sefior.
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Aunque la forma del discurso profético es similar a la de Miqueas, en Isaias los
enemigos del pueblo se convierten en el pueblo de Dios al venir al templo
para recibir directrices.

La mencion de la cabeza de los montes es asociada con los dioses pero solo
Dios es enaltecido.

La ensefianza divina sera revelada, aunque el pueblo de Dios tiende a
desecharla.

Las naciones que buscan seguir los caminos de Dios ya no van a necesitar
armas. Los instrumentos de violencia van a ser cambiadas por herramientas
para trabajar la tierra y enriquecer la vida de la comunidad.

Este pasaje es una invitacion a cambiar en la luz de Dios. Esto implica un
cambio de propdsito y hasta ocupacion. Todo lo que se usaba para batallas y
guerras ahora debe ser usado para la edificacion del pueblo.

Considera esto

¢Cudles son algunos habitos en su vida y su ministerio que pueden ser
transformados intencionalmente para el propdsito de la unidad en vez de
desacuerdo?

Diseipuedos en acciére

La historia de la iglesia cristiana en el mundo esta llena de violencia y dolor. Es
nuestro deber el reconocer que aunque hemos avanzado mucho, nos queda
mucho trabajar por hacer. El Ministerio de Reconciliacion de los Discipulos de
Cristo celebra el poder del amor de Dios para unir a las personas y apoya los
esfuerzos para sanar el quebrantamiento causado por el pecado del racismo. Le
invitamos a que visite la pagina https://reconciliationministry.org/ para ver como
puede hacerse parte de este esfuerzo que requiere de todos nosotros para hacer
una diferencia en nuestra iglesia y asi reflejar la luz de Dios en nuestra
comunidad.
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SEMANAS
MATEO 5:3-14

5}%%6/@&%07&@

3 «Bienaventurados los pobres en espiritu, pues de ellos es el reino de los cielos.

4 »Bienaventurados los que lloran, pues ellos seran consolados.

5 »Bienaventurados los humildes, pues ellos heredaran la tierra.

6 »Bienaventurados los que tienen hambre y sed de justicia, pues ellos seran
saciados.

7 »Bienaventurados los misericordiosos, pues ellos recibiran misericordia.

8 »Bienaventurados los de limpio corazén, pues ellos veran a Dios.

9 »Bienaventurados los que procuran la paz, pues ellos seran llamados hijos de
Dios.

10 »Bienaventurados aquellos que han sido perseguidos por causa de la justicia,
pues de ellos es el reino de los cielos.

11 »Bienaventurados seran cuando los insulten y persigan, y digan todo género
de mal contra ustedes falsamente, por causa de Mi. 12 Regocijense y alégrense,
porque la recompensa de ustedes en los cielos es grande, porque asi
persiguieron a los profetas que fueron antes que ustedes.

13 »Ustedes son la sal de la tierra; pero si la sal se ha vuelto insipida, ;con qué se
hara salada otra vez? Ya no sirve para nada, sino para ser echada fuera y
pisoteada por los hombres.

14 »Ustedes son la luz del mundo. Una ciudad situada sobre un monte no se
puede ocultar; 15 ni se enciende una lampara y se pone debajo de una vasijal,
sino sobre el candelero, y alumbra a todos los que estan en la casa. 16 Asi brille la
luz de ustedes delante de los hombres, para que vean sus buenas acciones y
glorifiquen a su Padre que esta en los cielos.

EL REINO
DE DIOS

DENTRODE
NOSOTROS

ENTRENOSOTROS

60



%lfo are 7&«5/ perscly

El sermdn del monte es el primero de cinco sermones de Jesus los cuales le
dan forma al evangelio de Mateo.

Las montanas son lugares de revelacion divina en el libro de Mateo. Al igual
que Moisés, Jesus subid al monte a recibir instruccion divina.
“Bienaventurado,” makairos también puede ser traducido como “felices” o
“dichosos.”

El concepto de alegria y bienestar parece contradecir la dicha de los
desafortunados como los pobres de espiritu y los que lloran. Esta manera de
iniciar el sermdn nos da la primera pista del que el mensaje que Jesus trae es
contraintuitivo y hasta patas arriba. La clave para entender es reconocer que
Jesus se refiere a la felicidad que serd experimentada bajo el mandato de Dios
y no de acuerdo a la opinidn de la sociedad.

En su sermdén, Jesus esta declarando la felicidad para aquellos que la
sociedad considera desagradable ofreciéndoles una promesa.

Lo que se traduce como “pobres de espiritu” se refiere a aquellos que buscan
la ayuda de Dios en medio de su necesidad.

Los que lloran son mencionados en referencia a Isaias 61:1-13 donde el
profeta es llamado a consolar a aquellos que en luto en medio del exilio. En
ese caso el consuelo identifica el final de esa etapa de exilio y el inicio de la
restauracion.

En el verso 7 el enfoque cambia de las necesidades del pueblo a la forma en la
que la gente viven sus vidas dentro de las circunstancias en las que se
encuentran.

Los pobres muestran generosidad en la forma en que cuidan a otros en
necesidad.

Es importante recordar que en la antiguedad el corazon se consideraba el
centro de los pensamiento, emociones y decisiones. Por lo tanto, un corazon
puro es evidente en la integridad y honestidad de la persona.
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e En cuanto a “los que procuran la paz,” se trata de un bienestar que surge de
una relacion saludable con Dios y otros seres humanos. Estos procuran
activamente enriquecer el bienestar en momentos de violencia y hostilidad.
La Paz no es algo que pasa automaticamente, los que trabajan por la paz son
llamados hijos de Dios. Similarmente, los que son perseguidos por la justicia
son aquellos que se mantienen fieles en medio del sufrimiento.

e Es evidente que en el reino de Dios el bienestar de los seres humanos es al
revés de la norma en el mundo actual. No cabe duda de que habra sufrimiento
pero aquellos que siguen a Jesus triunfaran y heredaran el reino de Dios.

e La sal no solo simboliza sazén si no que también se usaba (y todavia se usa)
para preservar alimentos y para limpiar. De la misma forma, los seguidores de
Jesus deben ser sazén, ayudar a preservar y limpiar el mundo. Un detalle
importante es que estos deberes de los seguidores de Jesus no son de
naturaleza individual, los discipulos de Jesus tienen la responsabilidad de
vivir y trabajar para el bienestar de aquellos que los rodean, no solo
localmente si no en el mundo. Jesus no habla de la sal y luz de Israel, si no del
mundo, lo mismo nos aplica a los discipulos de hoy.

Congidera esto

e La version de este sermdn en Lucas ocurre en un llano (Lucas 6), ;cual crees
que sea el significado de la diferencia geografica en cada version?
e ;.Como podemos ser generosos a pesar de limitaciones econdmicas

@qcy'wlo; e aeciorn

Una de las formas en las que nuestra denominacion ayuda a transformar
comunidades es a traves de La Asociacion Nacional de Benevolencia (NBA). Esta
se une a lideres y organizaciones de servicios sociales y de salud para nutrir y
fortalecer comunidades a través de la compasion, la sanidad y la justicia. La
Asociacion Nacional de Benevolencia ofrece educacién, compaferismo,
inspiracion y recursos para el desarrollo organizacional y de liderazgo para los
ministerios de salud y servicios sociales. Para mas informacion visite
https://www.nbacares.org/programs/programas-en-espanol/

62



5mﬁwf’wfw corefexfo
Segun la definicion de Jesus en el Sermdn del Monte, ;quiénes son los
bienaventurados dentro de nuestra iglesia? ¢ En nuestra comunidad?

Dt o eclocles o hibililocles

e El sermdn del monte esta lleno de aparentes contradicciones, una buena
actividad para la nifez seria pedirles que dibujen otras cosas que parecen ser
absurdas pero son reales. Si no hay oportunidad de compartir sus dibujos
durante el servicio, se pueden mostrar en los atrios o algun cuarto de reunion.
De otra forma, la nifiez puede llevarse sus dibujos a la casa y compartir con
los adultos en su vida lo que han aprendido: el Reino de Dios es tan absurdo
como lo que han dibujado.

e La juventud puede planificar una visita a un hogar para nifiez o ancianos. Es
importante que no vayan sintiendo lastima, sino que visiten para ofrecer
ayuda o alimento aquellos que Jesus llamo dichosos en el Reino de Dios.
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SEMANA 6
2 PEDRO 1:3-4

5;0}1&%@&& mlfo?w
3 Pues Su divino poder nos ha concedido todo cuanto concierne a la viday a la
piedad, mediante el verdadero conocimiento de Aquel que nos llamdé por Su
gloria y excelencia. 4 Por ellas El nos ha concedido Sus preciosas y maravillosas
promesas, a fin de que ustedes lleguen a ser participes de la naturaleza divina,
habiendo escapado de la corrupcién que hay en el mundo por causa de los malos
deseos.

74[70 en/?w/m;m

e Nuestro pasaje se encuentra al inicio de la carta de Pedro. Probablemente
escrita por unos dos discipulos de Pedro, la carta usa griego avanzado y
menciona datos que Pedro no hubiera sabido, como la muerte de otros
apostoles y el uso de otras de sus cartas como escritura. Luego del saludo el
cual refleja una relacidon cercana entre el autor y el recipiente, se menciona
uno de los aspectos principales de la carta: la integridad del juicio de Dios.

e Uno de los asuntos que la carta maneja es la duda sobre la segunda venida de
Jesus. Habia falsos profetas sembrando duda sobre la escritura y la gente
comenzaron a preguntarse si la escritura era de confiar.

e El autor les asegura que los lideres que se mantengan fieles veran el
cumplimiento de las promesas de Dios, tanto en le presente como en el
futuro.

e El Reino de Dios esta presente pero también esta porvenir y a los fieles les

sera dado todo lo necesario para vivir vidas ple
EL REINO

DE DIOS
DENTR® DE
NOSOTROS

ENTRENOSOTROS
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Considera esto

Continue leyendo los versiculos 5-7: “Por esta razén también, obrando con toda
diligencia, afladan a su fe, virtud, y a la virtud, conocimiento; al conocimiento,
dominio propio, al dominio propio, perseverancia, y a la perseverancia, piedad, a
la piedad, fraternidad y a la fraternidad, amor.”

e Por qué el autor de 2 Pedro conecta la fe, la bondad, el conocimiento, el

dominio propio, la perseverancia, la piedad, el afecto mutuo y el amor?
e ;Como se relacionan cada uno de éstos entre si?
e .Como se relaciona cada uno de éstos entre si en su vida espiritual?

@qcy'wloj e aecion
Los Discipulos de Cristo se expresan a nivel congregacional, regional y general.
Con los ajetreos del dia a dia y el trabajo continuo en las iglesias locales es facil
olvidar la manifestacion regional y general de la iglesia. Nuestro disefio como
Iglesia Discipulos de Cristo incluye una colaboracidén constante entre todos los
niveles. Nuestras regiones pueden ofrecer apoyo a las congregaciones y ayudan a
conectar los ministerios generales con las necesidades congregaciones. Les
invitamos a conectarse con su region no solo para fortalecer su congregacion
sino también para traer fortaleza a la denominacion en pleno. jCada iglesia es
importante y necesarial

En b prapio conferts

El trabajo en la iglesia nunca termina. Sin embargo, el autor afirma que “ya nos ha
concedido todo cuanto concierne a la vida y a la piedad...” para que seamos
participes de la naturaleza divina. ;Cuales son algunas promesas que ya nos han
sido dadas? ¢;De qué cosas hemos sido librados por la gracia de Dios? ;De qué
forma vemos el Reino de Dios presente en nuestras vidas, iglesia y comunidad
hoy dia?
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